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ILLUSTRATION FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


In the spring of 1815, in connection with a yomarkalte revival, which took 
place in Dartmouth College, I suppose that T experienced religion. About 
three years afterwards, I made a profession of religion in the Congregational 


Church. Accordingly, [hiave been a publie professor of religion fer more 


than twenty years. During the greater part of that long period, [believe that 
I liave strove earnestly for high religious attamments. Lor various reasons, 
however, and particularly the discouraging influence of the prevalent doc- 


trine that personal sanctification cannot fully take place till death, I did not 
permanently attain the object of my desires, Sometimes, it is true, I ad- 


vanced much, and then again was thrown back — living what may be called 
the common Christian life of sinning and repenting, of alternate walking 
with God and devotedness to the world. This method of living was highly 
unsatisfactory to me, as it has often been to others. It seemed exceedingly 
dangerous to risk my soul in eternity in such a state as this. In this state of 
mind I was led, early in the summer of 1839, by a series of special provi- 
dences, which it is here unnecessary to detail, to examine the subject of per- 
sonal holiness as a matter of personal realization. YT examined the subject, as | 
thought, prayerfully, candidly and faithfully —looking at the various objec- 
tions as well as the multiplied evidenc ‘es —and came, ultimately, to the un- 
doubting conclusion that God required me to be holy, that he had made pro- 
vision for it, and that it was both my duty and my privilege to be so. The 
establishment of my belief in this great doctrine was followed by a number 
of pleasing and important results. ; 
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1. As soon as I had become established in the belief of the doctrine ot 
present holiness, I felt a great increase of obligation to be holy. Many secret 
excuses for sin, which had formerly paralyzed my efforts, now lost their 


« power. The logic in the case was very simple. God requires me to be holy 
/ now; and as he can require nothing unreasonable, I am under obligation to 


be holy now. I could not turn to the right hand nor to the left. I knew in- 
stinctively and most certainly that God did not and could not require impos- 
sibilities. I considered his command as involving an implied promise to help 
me fulfil it. I felt, moreover, that every moment’ delay was adding trans- 
gression to transgression, and was exceedingly offensive in the sight of God. 
__ Accordingly, -within-a very few days after rejecting the common doctrine, 
that sanctification is fully attainable only in the article of death, and receiv-. 
ing the doctrine of the possibility and duty of present holiness, I consecrated 

myself to God, body and spirit, deliberately, voluntarily, and for ever. ‘Thad 
communicated my purpose to no human being. There was nothing said ; 

nothing written. It was a’simple volition; a calm and unchangeable resolu- 
tion of mind; a purpose silently but irrevocably made, and such as any Chris- 
But simple as it was, | regard it as a crisis in my 
moral being which has, perhaps, afiected my eternal destiny. Jacknowledge 
that I took this important step in comparative darkness; that is to say, clouds 


were round about me, and I went by faith rather than by sight; but I had an 


unwavering confidence in God, that he would in his own time and way carry 
me through and give me the victory. This important decision was made in 
the summer of 1839, and about the middle of July. Two almost immediate 
and marked results followed this act of consecration, The one was an im- 
mediate removal of that sense of condemnation which bad followed me for 
many years, and had filled my mind with sorrow. The other result, which 
also almost immediately followed, was a great increased value and love of 
the Bible. It required no great effort of reasoning to perceive that, in doing 
the whole will of God, which had become the fixed purpose of my life, / 
must lake the Bible for my guide. As I opened and read its pages from day te 
day, its great truths disclosed themselves to my mind withan impressiveness 


and beauty unknown before. And this result, independently of the aid im- 


plied in the biblical promise that those who doe the will of God shall under- 
stand his communications, was what might have naturally and reasonabl; 
been expected. Before this time, reading every where my own condemna- 
tion, [had insensibly but voluntarily closed my eyes to the doctrine of pres- 
ent holiness, which shines forth so brightly and continually from the sacred 


pages, But now I found holiness every where, and [felt that I began to 
love it. | 


2. Lnow proceed to mention some other changes of mind which I soon 
passed through. -In December of this year, 1839, [visited the city of New 
York on business, which brought me into communication with certain per- 
sons who belonged to the Methodist denomination. T was providentially led 
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to form an acquaintance also with other pious Methodists, and bia rebar | 
in attending a number of meetings which had exclusive refe 
of holiness and to personal holy experience. In these 
eatin I ‘took the liberty, although comparatively a stranger, to oe 
myself a believer in the doctrine of holiness and a seeker aller it. 3 n : 
found myself greatly encouraged and aided by the judicious remarks, a 
prayers, and the sympathies of a number of beloved Christian en a s 
I now perceive, the great difficulty at this time in the ee V tonne 
_ progress was my ignorance of the important principle, that SANCTIFICA spt : 
as Well as justification, is by Farr. By consecrating myself to bri, ad 
put myself into a favorable condition to exercise faith ; but I had never un- 
derstood and felt the imperative necessity of this exercise, V1Z., of FAITH as a 
sanctifying instrumentality. My Mcthodist friends, to whom this view was 
familiar, gave me, in the spirit of Christian kindness, much instruction and 
assistance here, for which I desire to be grateful to them. I found that I 
must give up the system, already too long cherished, of walking by signs, and : 
manifestations, and sensible experiences, and must commit every thing, in 
light and in darkness, in joy and in sorrow, into the hands of God. meal- : 
izing, accordingly, that I must have greater faith in God as the fulfiller of his 
promises, aud as the pledged and everlasting portion of those who put their — 
trust in him,and aided by the kindness and supplications of Christian friends, 
I in some degree (and perhaps I may say in a very considerable degree). 
vained the victory. Ishall ever recollect the time. It was early on Friday 
morning, the 27th of December. The eveying previous had been spent in 
deeply interesting conversation and in prayer on the subject of holiness, and 
with particular reference to myself Soon after awoke in the morning, I 
found that my mind, without having experienced any very remarkable mani- 
festations or eestacies, had, nevertheless, undergone a great moral revolution. 
I was removed from the condition of a SERVANT and adopted into that of a 
<on. I believed and felt, in a sense which I had never experienced before, 
that my sins were all blotted out, were wholly forgiven; and that Christ was 
not only the Savior of mankind in general, but my Christ, my Savior in par- 
ticular, and that God was my Father. As I have obs 
hut great and abiding peace and consolation. : =, 
3. I mark here another step in the progress of this important contest. 
Under the influence of the feelings which I have just described, I consecrated 
myself anew to God in a more specific and solemn manner. I now made a 
Written record of my consecration, which I had not done before. But while 
it seemed to me that I sincerely endeavored to give up all, I was unable as 
yet, in consequence probably of some lingering remains of unbelief, or be- 
cause God, in his wise sovereignty, was pleased to try a little longer the faith 
which he had given me, to speak confidently of my sanctirication. J 


would take the liberty to say here, that Ido not consider consEcRATION and 
SANCTIFICATION the same thing. 


site act. It is the 


erved, I had no ecstacy, 


Consecration is the incipient, the prerequi- 
laying of ourselves upon the altar; but it is not till God 
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other; and this will be the case where faith in God is perfect. 
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has accepted the sacrifice, and wrought upon us by the consuming and re- 
storing work of the Holy Spirit, that we can be said to be sanctified. 
true that the one may immediately and almost simultaneously follow the 


But this was 
not the case with me. But I was now, however, by the grace of God, in a 


position where I had new strength, and could plead the promises with much 
greater confidence than formerly. God had given me great blessings, such 
as a new sense of forgiveness, increased love, a clear evidence of adoption 


and sonship, closer and deeper communion with himself, but I felt there was 


something remaining to be experienced. 


In this state of mind, not having fully attained the object of my expecta- 


tions and wishes, but still greatly in advance of my former Christian experi- 
ence, and with a fixed determination to persevere, I left the city of New York 


about the middle of January, 1840. Immediately after my arrival at niy resi- 
dence in the State of Maine, I united with some Methodist brethren in estab- 


lishing a meeting similar to those which had benefited me so much in New 
York, for the purpose of promoting personal godliness, and which was de- 
signed to be open to persons of all denominations of Christians. This meet- 


_ ing was very encouraging to me and others. Nevertheless, I was not able 


fr 


ers. 


for about two weeks to profess the personal experience and tealizaticn of the 
great blessing of holiness as it seemed to be experienced and realized in oth- 
The principal difficulty, as I daily examined my heart to see how the 
case stood between my soul and God, seemed to be a consciousness, while 
other evils were greatly or entirely removed, of the remains of SELFISHNESS, 
Indeed, at this particular time, the selfish principle, or rather the principle of 
in. its inordinate and unholy exercise, seemed to be stimulated to 
unwonted activity. ‘The remains of every form of internal opposition to God 
appeared to be centred in one point and to be presented in one aspect. Ido 
not know that I was ever more troubled, during so short a space of time, with 
feelings of this nature. Ido not mean to say that I was more selfish at this 
time than ever before; by no means. But the existence and horrible nature 
of this state of mind were more fully brought toview. I took this encourage- 
ment, however, that God was perhaps now showing me, as he often dees 
when he is about to bless with entire holiness of heart, the very root of evil. 

And I was sincerely desirous to see it and to know it, that it might be slain 


in his presence. ‘The good hand of the Lord was pleased to sustain my faith 
In this sharp contest. 


me to love him with all my heart. I knew not fully what the nature of per- 


fect love was; but my prayer was that this love, whatever might be its nature. 
and its inward manifestations might in God’s time and way be realized within 


ime. And in the answer to this prayer, Whenever it should be given, I confi- 


dently foresaw the termination of this interna! conilict, For selfishness can 


never exist in union with perfect love. 


On Sabbath evening, the 2d of February, I was greatly afflicted in mind ; 
tossed to and fro as ina tempest ; and it secmed to me that I could not easily 


It is. 


My continual prayer to God was that he would enable | 
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stand where I was, but must either advance or retreat. But God's grace was ° 
sufficient. My faithremained unshaken; and, on Morday morning, I thought 
I could say with great calmness and assurance, thou hast given me the vie- 
tory. I was never able before that time to say with sincerity and confidence, 
that I loved my heavenly Father with all my soul and with all my strength. 
But, aided by divine grace, I have been enabled to use this language, which | 
involves, as I understand it, the true idea of Christian perfection or holiness, 
both then and ever since. There was no intellectual excitement, no very — 
marked joy, when I reached this ereat rock of practical salvation. The soul 
seemed to have gathered strength from the storm which it had passed through 
on the previous night; and, aided by a power from on high, it, leaped for- 
- ward, as it were by a bound, to the great and decisive mark. | was distinctly 
conscious when I reached it. The selfish exercises which had recently, and, 
as it were, by a concentrated and spasmodic effort, troubled me so much, 
seemed to be at once removed; and I believed, and had reason to believe, 
that my heart, presumptuous as it may appear to some to say it, was how pu- 
rified by the Holy Spirit and made right with God. I was thus, if I was not 
mistaken in my feelings, no longer an offering to the world, but sANCTIFIED 
uNTO THE Lorn; given to him to be his, and no longer my own; redeemed 
by a mighty power, and filled with the blessing of “ perfect love.” 

4. The enemy might now be said to be cast out of the interior of the castle. 
Nevertheless, he has never ceased his hostility. He has laid his snares and 
_ presented his temptations. It would be presumption to assert positively that 
I have never in any case, nor for any length of time, yielded to his power. 
But I can testify abundantly to the goodness of God’s grace, that he has heard. 
the voice of my prayer, and in a wonderful manner preserved me. Certain | 
it is that my spiritual life has been a new life. There iscalm sunshine upon 
the soul. The praise of God is continually upon my lips. | ma | 

J have continually what seems to me to be the wrrness of the Holy Spirit; _ 
that is to say, I have a firm and abiding conviction that Iam wholly the 
Lord’s; which does not seem to be introduced into the mind by reasoning 
nor by any methods whatever of forced and _ self-made reflection, and which 
I can ascribe only to the Spirit of God. It is a sort of interior voice, which 
speaks silently but effectively to the soul, and bids me be of good cheer. At 
times, especially on the 14th of February, 1840, I experienced some remark- 
able operations on my mind, which made a profound and lasting impression, 
Language would be but a feeble instrument in detailing them, and I will not 
attempt it. Indeed I do not know but I must say with the apostle, “ whether 
in the body or out of the body I cannot tell.” But in view of what I then 
ees sae sealed us, and given us the sarnent of the Spirit 
TEMAFEADIC deliverances and supports in time of 

od has ever been with me, in time of trouble, a “faithful 
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God.” But these and many other things which have called forth the deep 
gratitude of my heart, Iam compelled to omit. I cannot refrain from saying, 
however, that almost from the very moment of my obtaining the victory over 
those selfish feelings which have been spoken of, I was distinctly conscious 


of anew but powerful and delightful attraction towards the divine mind. 


This, I believe, is a common form of interior experience among those who 


have enjoyed the blessing of sanctification. J perceived and felt very dis- 


tinctly that there was a central existence, full of all glory, towards which the ~ 


Spirit was tending, I could realize the meaning of the psalmist, “As the 
~ hart panteth after the waterbrooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.” J 


felt like an imprisoned bird when the string is cut that bound it to the earth, 


and which soars upward and spreads its wings to the skies. So conscious 


have I been that inordinate self-love has been the great cause of the separa- 


_ tion between my soul and God, that the very idea of self as distinct from God 


is almost painful to me. When self is destroyed, the divine union, which 
sanctified hearts only know, takes place. If I know any thing, I know most 
certainly that the true resting place of my soul is and must be in the infinite — 
mind; that it is not and cannot be any where else. Perhaps no part of the 
Scriptures, during the more recent periods of my experience has more 
affected mé than the prayer of the Savior for his disciples, “That they all 


‘may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 


ONE IN Us.” It is difficult for me to conceive of any heaven but God’s pres- . 
ence ; of any hell but his absence. I realize that the cup of my happiness is 
full, whatever may be my personal trials and sorrows, whenever and wherever 
my heavenly Father is glorified in me. Accordingly it 1s my earnest and 
constant prayer that my will may be wholly and for ever lost in the will of 


God, and that I may never know self any more, except as the instrument of 
the divine glory. | | Ai IK. 


ONE OF MR. WESLEY’S LETTERS. 


To the Church of God which is in Hernhuth, John Wesley, an 


unworthy Presbyter of the Church of God in England, wish- 
eth ail grace and peace in our Lord Jesus Christ. | 


| October 14, 1738. 
Glory be to God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for 
his unspeakable gift! for giving me to be an eye-witness of your 
faith, and love, and holy conversation in Christ Jesus! I have 
borne testimony thereof with all plainness of speech, in man 


parts of Germany, and thanks have been given to God by many 
on your behalf.) 
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One of Mr. Wesley’s Letters. 55 


We are endeavoring here also, by the grace which is given us, 
to be followers of you, as ye are of Christ. — Fourteen were added 
to us since our return, so that we have now eight bands of men, 
consisting: of fifty-six persons, all of whom seek for salvation. only 
‘n the blood of Christ. As yet we have only two small bands of 
women; the one of three’ the other of five persons. But here _ 
are many others who only wait till we have leisure to instruct 
them how they may most effectually build up one another in the 
faith and love of Him who gave himself for them. : | 

Though my brother and I are not permitted to preach in most 
of the churches in London, yet (thanks be to God) there are 
others left wherein we have liberty to speak the truth as it is in 
Jesus. Likewise every evening, and on set evenings in the week | 
at two several places, we publish the word of reconciliation, some- 
- times to twenty or thirty, sometimes to fifty or sixty, sometimes 
to three or four hundred persons, met together to hear it.. We 
begin and end all our meetings with singing and prayer; and we 

know that our Lord heareth our prayer, having more than once 
or twice (and this was not done in a corner) received our peti- 
tions in that very hour. 

Nor hath he left himself without other witnesses of his grace 
and truth. Ten ministers I know now in England who lay the 
right foundation, “The blood of Christ cleanseth us from all sin.’ 
Over and above whom I have found, one Anabaptist, and one, if | 
not two, of the teachers among the Presbyterians here, who, I 
hope, love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, and teach the way 
of God in truth. 

O cease not, ye that are highly favored, to beseech our Lord 
that he would be with us even to the end; to remove that which 
is displeasing in his sight, to support that which is weak among 
us, to give us the whole mind that was in him, and teach us to 
walk even as he walked! And may the very God of peace fill 
up what Is wanting in your faith, and build you up more and 
more in all lowliness of mind, in all plainness of speech, in all 
zeal and watchfulness ; that he may present you to himself a slo- 

rious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but 
| that ye may be holy and unblamable in the day of his appearing. 
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HOLINESS. 


appeared in the Christian Advocate and Journal in the autumn of 1841. We 
have not found time to peruse the whole, but so far as we have read.they are 
excellent. This is certainly good, and we doubt not from the reputation of 


the author and the medium through which they have-been published, that _ 


they are worthy a place in our pages and in the hearts of our readers. We 


_ shall probably give the remainder in due season. 


Dost thou turn away with half-averted eye, yielding to an im- 
pression indefinitely formed that this is, at least for the present, a 


subject that does not just now demand special attention? Let 


us for a few moments examine the foundation on which this im- 


pression rests, and know whether it is warrantable. We will 
take the word of God for our text-book, and not, What does my_ 


neighbor or what does my Christian friend think of the doctrine 
of holiness? No! for thereby we should be greatly in danger of 
being influenced by the traditions of men, and this has been 
severely reprehended by the Savior. Then to the law and to the 
testimony, and not-to the experience or practice of this or that 
professor, however high in experience or station. What does 


- God say to me on this subject? What does he now require of 
me in relation to it?) And how should these requirements affect 


my present conduct? And then let us firmly purpose, in the 


strength of the Lord Jehovah, that every future effort shall be 
correspondingly directed. | 


As we do not intend to consume much time with this commu- 


nication, we will take the requirement, couched in the language 


of a declaration, which will cover the most ground at once: — 


_ “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man 


shall see the Lord.” Should the caption of this article have been 


directed thus — “'To one who intends to see God, or to make 


sure work for heaven,” your heart would probably at once, as 
your eye met the article, have said, Why, that is something for 


‘me. Then you.need not to be assured that the attainment of the 


end is utterly impossible without the use of the means. Thus 
you at once come in possession of the knowledge that it is abso- 
lutely necessary that you should be holy if you would see God, 
‘But perhaps you may say, I am convinced that holiness is 
necessary, and I intend to have it before Iam called into the 


presence of God. Ah! hear his voice saying unto you, “ Watch, 


for ye know not the hour.’ Think of some of the most devoted 
men which the history of our church furnishes— Nelson, Bram- 


The following is the commencement of a series of communications which 
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Holiness. 


well, Emory, Crister, &c., who ceased at once to work and live. 
Scores will be in the eternal world before the return of this day 
next week, who expect it as little as yourself; and the voice still 
continues to say, “ What I say unto one I say unto all, watch. 

- Perhaps you are saying, I would be holy; I would not leave 


‘the attainment of it for any future period, not one day; no, not 


one hour would I wait, but I cannot get my eye distinctly fixed 
on the object. At times I get a glimpse, but mainly it seems to . 
stand as an attainment quite beyond my reach; and too often do 


I find myself giving way to the persuasion that it cannot be well 


apprehended only by those more deeply experienced in the things 


of God. Let me assure you, dear friend, that as surely as you 


need holiness now, so surely it is for you now, whatever your 
former state of experience may have been, and the provisions of 
the Gospel are all suited to the exigences of the present time. Are 
you commanded to be ready for the coming of your Lord now? 


‘Then holiness is a blessing that is now your privilege and also 


your duty to enjoy. 3 | 

With your liberty, Messrs. Editors, we will endeavor to answer 
successively, or as may best suit your convenience, the following 
questions : — Ist: What is gospel holiness, or sanctification? 2d. 
How may we enter into the enjoyment of it?) 3d. What will be 


the advantages of living in possession of it to ourselves and others? — 


WHAT I3 GOSPEL HOLINESS, OR SANCTIFICATION? 


Gospel holiness is that state of the soul which is attained by — 
the believer when, through faith in the infinite merit of the 
Savior, body and soul, with every redeeming faculty, are cease- 


-lessly presented, a living sacrifice, to God ; the purpose of the 
_ soul being steadily bent to know nothing among men, save Christ 


and him crucified, and the eye of faith fixed on the Lamb of God, | 
that taketh away the sins of the world. In obedience to the — 
requirement of God the sacrifice is presented, and the soul at 
once proves that ‘‘ He is able also to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him.” 


Holiness is an entire salvation from sin, —a redemption from | 


all iniquity. The soul through faith being laid upon that altar 


that sanctifieth the gift, experiences continually the all-cleansing 
efficacy of the blood of Jesus ; and through this it knows the 
blessedness of being presented faultless before the throne, and 
mingles its triumphant ecstasies with the blood-washed company, 
“ Unto him who hath loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
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his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God, and 
his Father.” | 

Though saved to the uttermost in effect, yet the soul that has 
been brought into the experience of this state well knows that it 
is not to the uttermost in degree.* It finds, that in the entire 
surrender of the world it has but “laid aside every weight,’ and 
now, with undeviating purpose, and unshackled feet, it runs with 
increasing rapidity and delight in the way of his commandments, 

- gaining new accessions of wisdom, power, and love, with every 

- Holiness, sanctification, entire consecration, perfect love, and 
the phrase “ wholly the Lord’s,” are synonymous terms ; as either - 
state must necessarily include the other. But the terms holiness 
and sanctification being much more frequently used by divine 
inspiration, we may presume these to be the most significantly 
expressive of the state intended. 


cy 
= 
é 
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* Several months since many of the lovers of holiness, with mysclf, were 
greatly grieved on hearing one of our young ministers preach, on a camp 
ground, to a promiscuous congregation, from Heb. vi. 1: “Therefore leaving | 
the first principles of the doctrine of Christ,” &c. Throughout the discourse 
he carried out the idea that they who professed what he termed the “second 
blessing,” meaning that state of holiness which, as a church, we receive, im- 
agine that they arrive ata state from which there is no progressing. ‘To 
illustrate his point, he brought up a ridiculous anecdote of an individual who 
habitually repelled reproof by the exclamation, “O, I am pertect,” &c.; and 
said, for his own part he could never understand the subject the way it had 
been received — leaving a mixed multitude puzzled with the palpable incon- 
sistency of a minister professedly not understanding, and even holding up to 
contempt, a doctrine acknowledged as fundamental in his own church. As 
it has of late become a circumstance not unusual for our established views, 
as a denomination, on this subject to be controverted, even in the pulpit, 
would it not be advisable for our elder brethren in the ministry to suggest to 
these our younger brethren a plan similar to that pursued by the apostles, 
namely, to tarry at Jerusalem until they be “endued with power from on_ 
high?” 'This course has been pursued of late with blessed success by some 
divines not of our persuasion. They began to conceive that holiness, as a» 
distinct blessing, was a doctrine of God, notwithstanding the circumstance of 
their belonging to a denomination which would receive these views as he- 
retical, and that also of their own views having gone forth in opposition. te. - 
the doctrine which they now began to have some idea they had been un- 
righteously rejecting. They withdrew from the public gaze for months, gave 
themselves up in their seclusion to reading the Scriptures, fasting and prayer. 
Through these means they became fully established: in the belief that the 
_ doctrine was indeed of God. They have since ascertained that these views, 
in which they became established, were in accordance with our orthodox 
writers on this subject. A conclusive evidence of the propricty of their 
course stands forth before the world —all the energies of their bodies and 
minds being now united “to spread scriptural holiness throughout the land.” 
Whe will not lift their hearts to God and say, Dear brethren, go and do like- 
wise? Be assured, as in the instance above stated, that no time will, by this - 


careful method of procedure, be lost, either to your own souls or the church, 
to whose best interests you wish to be devoted. 
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Holiness. D9 


Sanctification being a word of much the same prominence as 
that of holiness in the blessed word, it may be well to devote a 


few moments to its investigation; as it will doubtless throw an 


increase of light on the endeavor to ascertain the nature of the 
blessing.. 


As we have frequent occasion to observe, in Scripture the term 


sanctify, in its most simple definition, means setting apart forany ~~ 


specified purpose. Thus it was that Moses was commanded to 
sanctify the children of Israel, Exod. xix. 10, 11. The Israelites 
also were required to sanctify themselves, Lev. xx. 7. The 
Savior sanctified himself for the redemption of the world, John 
xvii. 19. God also is represented as sanctifying his people, Lev. 


ex: Exod. 70; Thess: v. 235. Eph. v.26. ‘The .. 
‘Savior prays that his disciples may be sanctified through the 


truth, John xvii. 17. Peter also speaks of the sanctification of 
the elect, according to the foreknowledge of God, through obe- 


dience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus, 1 Peter i. 2; Paul 


speaks of the sanctification of the Church, cleansed with the 
washing of the water by the word, Eph. v. 26, 27. The Corin- 


thian brethren are also exhorted to cleanse themselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, by taking hold on the promises 


to that effect. The vessels in the temple were all, by the special 
appointment of God, set apart for holy purposes; and though 
a variety of uses were designated, yet they were sanctified ex- 
clusively for the holy service of the sanctuary. Thus it is that 
the Christian, redeemed from all iniquity, not with corruptible 
things, such as silver and gold, but by the precious blood of Jesus, 


is, by the most explicit requirements, declarations, and obliga- 


fions, required to come out and be separate, 2 Cor. vi, 16, 17; 


‘Tsatah hi, 11; 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20; 1 Thess. iv. 3, 4; John xv. 19.. 


Yet sanctification, as applied to believers, comprehends incon- 
celvably greater blessedness than a mere nominal setting apart of 
body and soul, with every power, to God; the sacrifice, or ser- 
vice, however well intended, could not for a moment be accepta- 
le” washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the 
Ifoly Ghost. In order to be washed, cleansed, and renewed 
after the image of God, the sacrifice must be ceaselessly present- 
ed—this is implied in the expression, a living sacrifice ; it is 
thus we are made priests unto God. Through Jesus, the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the sins of the world—the way, the 


truth, and the life—the door by which we enter in and 
— the Lamb ne 
t 


) find pas- 
wly slain from the foundation of the world — 


1€ sacrifice ascends unto God a sweet savor of Christ. It is. 
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thus that the triumphant believer momentarily realizes the blessed 


fulfilment of the prayer, ‘‘ And the very God of peace sanctify 


you wholly ; and I pray God your whole spirit, and soul, and 
body, be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 


Amen. Even so, Lord Jesus.” 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
SACRED MEDITATIONS. 
He is not here, but is risen. 
It is dark. The shadows of night are not yet withdrawn. Daylight 1s 


seen only in the imagination. It is near, but not yet visible. ‘They have 
left their place of repose, and are gone forth to the tomb of Jesus. They 


come laden with sweet anointings fer the precious remains of their beloved. — 


He was their friend. Love prompts the effort. They hasten on; their hearts 
full of mingled feelings of grief and gladness. Of gladness, that thus they 


are to pay a tribute of love to Jesus. But the stone, the heavy stone! our. 


strength is small; who shall roll away the stone that closes up the sepulchre ? 
Still hastening on— they approach; they reach the spot. ‘The stone is rolled 
away. They enter in—the body of Jesus — it is not there! Grief now fills 
the heart to overflowing; tears burst forth: “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.” But angels are here, 
clothed in heaven’s radiance. They come as comforters. Be not afraid, 
they gently whisper; your Lord is risen ; you will shortly see him. Weep- 


ing, still weeping, Mary’s heart could not be comforted. He is not here; 


where, where have ye laid him? she inquires. And-of whom? Yea, of 
Jesus. He himself appears. He saith unto her, “Mary!” Who shall de- 


scribe the magic of that one word he utters; its effect upon the heart? It 


is he; his voice. It breathes a hallowed sweetness through her soul. Her 
grief is stayed. Fain would she embrace him. Her Lord forbids her, but 
in his own gracious way and blessed tones gives her a message to the breth- 
ren. O what were those words he uttered! how full of comfort! “Iascend 


unto my Father and your Father; unto my God and your God.” Happy, 


happy Mary! She runs to bear the tidings. He is risen; I have seen him ; 
you too shall see him. 

O ye devoted ones, ye left not your pillows, quit not your slumbers thus 
early in vain. There were sleepless ones sent from heaven to greet you at 
the tomb. And instead of beholding your master dead, lo, you see him alive ; 


¢ 
| 
| 
3 
4 | 
| 
| | 
j et 
: 
‘ 
- 4 
| 


Sacred Meditations. 


you pay your honors to the living Jesus. Your tears are dried up, or changed 


to tears of joy. You not only hear from angel lips that he is risen, but you | 


see him risen; you greet his smiles. Happy souls! ye too are risen now, 
and are for ever with the Lord. 


The heavens declare thy glory. 


L love to look upwards to the visible heavens. I seea beauty, a glory there 
which exceeds the glory of all other objects. As I look up, I seem to drink in 


streams of light and gladness, as if the very heavens themselves poured forth | 


into the admiring soul a portion of their own effulgence. It is light above ; 
it is order and harmony; it is purity. God himself seems shadowed forth in 
the objects which I there behold. The sun, immutable, fixed in its centre, 
pouring forth its streams of light and heat — shining with undiminished lustre, 
more than five thousand years, exceeds my wonder. ‘Too bright to be gazed 
on, I turn away my eyes and think of Him whom no man can see and live. 
And in the darkness of the night, when his bright shining is concealed, what 
new glories are unfolded to our view. Who loves less the starry heavens 
and the pale moon than the bright beams of the sun? O how often have I 
gazed at the moon, making her way along among the clouds, as buoyant with 
hope and gladness, pleased with her lesser light, and with the shining com- 
pany of stars about her. I love the moon. She seems a thing of earth, so 


subject to change. She comes so low, so meek and humble dees she beam 


upon us, I think I find in her asympathizing friend ; and ere I am aware, am 
holding converse with her. The moon is the sun’s glory veiled. Emblem 
of my Savior, clothed in humanity, dwelling with man; whose glory we may 
behold and live; in whose lustre we may shine. | | | 

The clouds, the light and moving clouds, so various, and thrown up so 
lightly, heap on heap, are precious objects of my admiration. Out of the 


cloud has the voice of Deity often becn heard. It was a cloud that received 


my Savior out of sight when he ascended up to heaven; and, riding on the 
clouds, will he soon appear to call for and gather together his scattered ones. 


And, as the stars innumerable, so great shall be the number of that blessed 
company. 


It is thus I read the sun, and moon, and stars. The moral truth exceeds 


the glory of the natural light and splendor as far as heaven transcends earth. 
It is God I see and I admire. It is the purity that emanates from him, gild- 


ing my soul with a portion of his brightness, that makes me happy in the 


contemplation of his works. P.L. U 
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EXTRACT FROM THE EXPERIENCE OF MRS. EDWARDS, 


WIFE OF PRESIDENT EDWARDS. 


Jan. 19, 1742.—I felt very uneasy and unhappy, at my being 
so low in grace. I thought I very much needed help from God, 
and found a spirit of earnestness to seek help of him, that I 

might have more holiness. When I had for a time been earnest- 
ly wrestling with God for it, I felt within myself great quietness 
of spirit, unusual submission to God, and willingness to wait upon 
him, with respect to the time and manner in which he should help 
me, and wished that hé should take his own time, and his own 
way todoit. 

While Mr. ‘R. was at prayer in the family, this morning, I felt 
an earnest desire that, in calling on God, he should say, Father ! 
on which the thought turned in my mind, “ Why can I say, 
Father? Can I now at this time, with the confidence of a child, 
and without the least misgiving of heart, call God my Father? 
This brought to my mind two lines of Mr. I.’s sonnet: 


“T see him lay his vengeance by, 
And smile in Jesus’ face.” 


1 was thus deeply sensible that my sins did loudly call for ven- 
geance ; but I then by faith saw God lay his vengeance by, and 
smile in Jesus’ face. It appeared to be real and certain that he 
did so. I had not the least doubt, that he then sweetly smiled 
upon me, with the look of forgiveness and love, having laid aside 
. all his displeasure towards me, for Jesus’ sake ; which made me 
feel very weak and somewhat faint. “In consequence of this, I 
felt a strong desire to be alone with God, to go to him, without 
having any one to interrupt the silent and soft communion, which 
I earnestly desired between God and my own soul ; and accord- 
ingly I withdrew to my chamber. It should have been mention- 
ed, that before I retired, while Mr. R. was praying, these words 
came into my mind, Who is he that condemneth, etc.; and 
also, Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ?— which occa- 
sioned great sweetness and delight in my soul. But when I was 
alone, the words came to my mind with far greater power and 
sweetness ; upon which I took the Bible, and read the words to 
the end of the chapter, when they were impressed on my heart 
with vastly greater power and sweetness still. They appeared to 
me with undoubted certainty as the words of God, and as words 
which God did pronounce concerning me. I had no more doubt 


| 
| 
hha 
| 
4] 
4 
| 
4 
eq 
= 
| 
| 
i 
it 
; 
| 
| 
| 
| te 
| 
4 
{ 
| 
7 


Extract from the Experience of Mrs. Edwards. 63 


of it, than I had of my being. I seemed as it were to —— 

reat God proclaiming thus to the world concer 1ing me Rm Vho 
shall lay any thing to thy charge, etc., and had it nag y Im- 
pressed on me, how impossible it was for any thing in yi 
earth, in this world or the future, ever to separate me rom the 
love of God which was in Christ Jesus. | cannot find language 
to express, how certain this appeared, — the everlasting moun- 
tains and hills were but shadows to it. My safety and happi- 
ness, and eternal enjoyment of God’s immutable love, seemed as 
durable and unchangeable as God himself. Melted and overcome 
by the sweetness of this assurance, I fell imto a great flow of 
tears, and could not forbear weeping aloud. It appeared certain 
to.me that God was my Father, and Christ my Lord and Savior, 
that he was mine, and I his. Under a delightful sense of the 
immediate presence and love of God, these words seemed to 
come.over and over in my mind, “My God, my all; my God, 
my all.” The presence of God was so near, and so real, that I 
seemed scarcely conscious of any thing else. God the Father, | 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, seemed as distinct persons, both man- 
ifesting their inconceivable loveliness, and mildness, and gentle- 
ness, and their great and immutable love to me. I seemed to 
be taken under the care and charge of my God and Savior, in 
an inexpressibly endearing manner ; and Christ appeared to me 
“as a mighty Savior, under the character of the lion of the tribe 
of Judah, taking my heart with all its corruptions under his care, 
and putting it at his feet. In all things which concerned me, I 
felt myself safe under the protection of the Father and the 
Savior ; who appeared with supreme kindness to keep a record 

of every thing that I did, and of every thing that was done to 
me, purely for my good. ‘The peace and happiness which I 
hereupon felt was altogether inexpressible. It seemed to be that 
which came from heaven ; to be eternal and unchangeable. | 
seemed to be lifted above earth and hell, out of the reach of every 
thing here below, so that I could look on all the rage and enmity 
of men or devils, with a kind of holy indifference, and an undis- 
turbed tranquillity. At the same time, I felt a compassion and 
love for all mankind, and a deep abasement of soul, under a 
sense of my own unworthiness. I felt myself more perfectly 
weaned from all things here below, than ever before. The whole 
world, with all its enjoyments, and all its troubles, seemed to be 
nothing. My God was my all, my only portion. No possible 


suffering ing: 
§ appeared to be worth regarding ; all persecutions and 
torments were a m 


ere nothing. I seemed to dwell on high, and 
the place of defence to be the munition of rocks. on? 
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Jan, 28.— Hearing Mr. B. read a hymn of Dr. Watts’, con-— 
cerning the loveliness of Christ, the enjoyments and employments . | 
of heaven, and the Christian’s desire of heavenly things; the 
truth and reality of the things mentioned in the hymn, made SO 
strong an impression on my mind, and my soul was drawn so 
powerfully towards Christ and heav en, that I leaped unconscious! 
from my chair. I seemed to be drawn upwards, soul and body, 
from the earth towards heaven; and it appeared to me that [ 
must naturally and necessarily. ascend thither. These feelings 
continued while the hymn was reading, and during the prayer of 


Mr. C. which followed. After the prayer, Mr. B. read two other 


hymns, on the glories of heaven, which moved me so exceedingly, 
and drew me so strongly heavenward, that it seemed as it were 
to draw my body upwards, and I felt as if I must necessarily 


ascend thither. At length my streneth failed me, and I sunk 


down ; when they took me up and laid me. on the bed, where | 
lay for a considerable time, faint with joy, while contemplating 
the glories of the heavenly | world. After I had lain awhile, I~ 
felt more perfectly subdued and weaned from the world, and 
more fully resigned to God, than I had ever been conscious oi 
before. I was entirely swallowed up in God, as my only portion, | 
and his honor and glory was the object of my supreme desire and 

delight. At the same time, I felt a far greater love to the chil-. 
dren of God, than ever before. it seemed to love them as my 
own soul; and when I saw them, my heart went out towards 


them, with an inexpressible endearedness and sweetness. I be- 
held them by faith in. their risen and glorified state, with spirit- 


ual bodies refashioned after the image of Christ’s glorious body, 


-and arrayed in the beauty of heaven. The time when they — 


would be so appeared very near, and by faith it seemed as if it 
were present. ‘That night was the sweetest night I ever had in 
my life. I never before, for so long a time together, enjoyed so 


much of the light, and rest and sweetness of heaven in my soul, 


but without the least agitation of body during the whole time. — 
The greater part of the night I lay awake, soinctimes asleep, and 
sometimes between sleeping and waking... I seemed to myself to 
perceive aglow of divine love come down from the heart of 
Christ in heaven into my heart, ina constant stream, like a stream 
or pencil of light. At the same time, my heart and iis] all flowed 
out in love to Christ : ; so that there cease to be a constant flowing 
and reflowing of heavy enly and divine love, from Christ’s heart to 
mine; and I appeared to myself to float or swim in these bright 
seaek beams of the love of Christ, like the motes swimming 1n thee 


beams of the sun, or the streams of his light, which come in at 
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the window. This lively sense of the beauty and excellency of 
divine things, continued during the morning, accompanied with 
peculiar sweetness and delight. To my own imagination, my 
soul seemed to be gone out of me to God and Christ in heaven, 
and to have very little relation to my body. God and Christ 
were so present to me, and so near me, that I seemed removed 
from myself. I never felt such an entire emptiness of self-love, 
or any regard to any private, selfish interest of my own. ‘It 
seemed to me, that I had entirely done with myself. The glory 
of God seemed to be all in all, and to swallow up every wish and 
desire of my heart. — Vol. 1 of Pres. Edwards’ Works. 


For the Guide to Christian Peifection. 


WHAT IT IS—-AND HOW IT DIFFERS FROM JUSTIFICATION AND 
| REGENERATION. 


I will commence this article on the above-named important subject, by. 


stating my object, which I hope to secure by writing it. My object is not to 
defend the doctrine of Christian Perfection, as held by the Methodist Church, 
against those who maintain that there is no deliverance from sin this side of 
death; the truth of the dectrine I shall mainly take for granted. As I have 
mingled with my brethren in the ministry, and listened to the discourses 
and conversations of others, I have repeatedly heard expositions and opin- 
ions Which do not harmonize with the views I have ‘heretofore enter- 
tained on the subject; and as these views have, in some instances at least, 


come from persons older and professing deeper experience on the subject. 


than myself; it has led me to question my own views, and to ask myself, Am 
f nota Wesleyan Methodist on the subject of sanctification ? — have I been 
nurtured and reared in the bosom of the Church, and for many years preach- 


ed What I supposed to be her doctrines, and yet have I up to this day been 2 
mustaken in relation to her real views on this vital point? While thus re-— 
flecting, several of my brethren in the ninistry, much younger than niyself, 


have come to me, and as I have no doubt, with an honest desire to obtain 
light on the subject of these differences of opinion, — thus convincing me 


that others were as much embarrassed as myself, with the conflicting views 


occasionally advanced. Under these circumstances, I have come to the de- 
fermination to make a full, and so far as in me lieth, a clear statement of 


what I have, up to this day, considered the true doctrine of sanctification, as 
held by the M. E. Church. 


I wish to add, further, that my object 
6 


is not controversy. I do not desire 
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: | contreversy; nor do I, by writing this article, pledge myself to controversy, 
a i a | | should my positions be disputed. Iam willing to sit at the feet of my breth- 
en | | ren, and be taught on this subject, and take this course to give them an op- 
portunity to communicate, if my views are unsound. | F 
My plan is, first, to state the doctrine of sanctification, and then to distin- a 
suish it from justification and regeneration. In the statement of the. doc-_ 
trine, I shall doubtless be indulged in making a free use of the language of 
Mr. Wesley. But first of all, let me state it in the language of him who 
“ spake as man never spake.” Mark xii. 30—“'Thou shalt love the Lord 
_thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength.” On this text it may be remarked, that it doubtless 
presents us with the true and perfect standard of morality, conformity to 
which is the highest state of virtue, or highest degree of Christian perfection = 
attainable by man in this world; and hence, it necessarily includes all 
lower or preceding degrees. | 
_ It should also be remarked that the whole is summed up in love; that 
, though there are four specifications in this first and great commandment, _ . 
4 love is the requisition of each and all of them. In a word, the whole man, 
‘ including his moral, intellectual and physical nature, is to be brought under 
| the influence of love. This is sanctification, or, if any one prefers the term, 
a | entire consecration to God. This is what St. John calls being made perfect 
a ’ in love. 1 John iv. 17, 18 — “Herein is love made perfect, that we may have 
ta boldness in the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 
There is no fear [of the day of judgment] in love ; but perfect love casteth 
out fear: because fear [of the judgment] hath torment. Ife that fearcth is 
not made perfect in love.” On this text I will make two remarks, — | 


1. The state of which the apostle speaks, is a state of conformity to the 
image of God, and hence, a state of entire renew al. 


expression, “as he is, so are we in this world.” 


‘This is proved from the 
Can we suppose Christians 
to be like God, in this world, in any better or more reasonable sense, than 
that in which they were made like him at first, being created in his image 
after his likeness? If not, then. we may suppose that being like him in this 


world, implies the renewal of the soul “: after the 1 image of him that created 
him.” Col. i. 10. 


4 2. This state of renewal is what the apostle calls being made perfect in 

| love, as is shown from the expression, “He that feareth is not made perfect 
| in love.” ‘This not being made perfect in love, is placed in opposition to the 
| ‘state of those of whom it is said, “as he is so are we in this world ;” hence, 
1 to be as he is, is to be made perfect in love. Sanctification, then, consists in 
a state of perfect love, having the whole man renewed and brought under its | 
| influence, so that love, as the ruling passion, controls the entire man. ' 


¢ My passions hold a pleasing reign, | 
f | When love inspires my breast ; 
| Love, the divinest of the train, 

| The sovereign of the rest.” 
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There are many scriptures which I might quote, both by way of proof and 

‘Illustration of the above view, but I must content myself with a few extracts 
from Mr. Wesley, in conclusion of this point. | Bere 

“It is thus,”. says Mr. Wesley, “that we wait for entire sanctification ; for a 

full salvation from all our sins, — from pride, self-will, anger, unbelief; or, 


as the apostle expresses it, ‘go on to perfection.’ But what is perfection? — 


~The word has various senses: here it means perfect love. It is love excluding 
Sin ; love filling the heart, taking up the whole capacity of the soul. It is 
love ‘rejoicing evermore, praying without ceasing, in every thing giving 
thanks.’” Vol. i. p. 386. | | 


Mr. Wesley says again, “ We have known a large number of persons of 


_ every age and sex, who have all the proofs, which the nature of the case ad- 
mits, that they were ‘sanctified throughout ; ‘cleansed from all pollution both. 
of flesh and spirit ;) that they ‘love the Lord their God with all their heart 
and mind and soul and strength; that they continually ‘presented’ their 
souls and bodies ‘a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God?’ in consequence 
of which they ‘rejoiced evermore, prayed without ceasing, and in every thing 


gave thanks.’ And this, and no other, is what we believe to be true Scrip- — 


tural sanctification.” Vol. p. 247. | | 

“By salvation I mean, not barely, according to the vulgar notion, deliver- 
ance from hell, or going to heaven; but a present deliverance from sin, a 
restoration of the soul to its primitive health, its original purity; a recovery 
of the divine nature: the renewal of our souls after the image of God, in 
righteousness and true holiness, in justice, mercy, and truth. This implies 
all holy and heavenly tempers, and, by consequence, all holiness of conver- 
sation: Vol. 35, | 

“ Sanctification, the last and highest state of perfection in this life. For 
then are the faithful born again in the full and perfect sense. Then is there 
given unto them a new and clean heart; and the struggle between the old 
and new man is over.” 264. 

The above extracts from Mr. Wesley, it appears to me, fully sustain the 
views I have advanced, and if so, though I may be pronounced in error, I 
shall still be in honorable company. 


Having stated what I have always considered the Methodistical view of 


sanctification, I will proceed to show wherein, in my view, it is distinguished 


| from justification and regeneration ; on which points, I apprehend, there is 
a greater probability of my differing from some of my brethren. Before I 
attempt to show that there is a difference between sanctification and justifi- 
cation and regeneration, it is necessary to note the difference between these 
_ two latter blessings, and the relation they sustain to each other. 

Justification and regeneration are concomitant blessings, but yet they are 
to be distinguished from each other. They are the same only in point of 
ume. The one never takes place without the other. God never justifies, 
that is, pardons a sinner, without regenerating him; and on the other hand, 
he never regenerates a sinner without pardoning him, that is, justifying him. 
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Justification changes our relation to God fron: that of a guilty sinner, to that 

of a pardoned sinner; but regeneration changes our state from sin to holi- 

ness. Justification is a work which God does for us, by forgiving our sins and 

removing our guilt; regeneration is a work which God does, not only for us, 

but in us, by renewing our hearts. Justification removes the guilt of past 

transgressions, while regeneration renews the heart, and thereby takes away 
our love of sin, and consequently our disposition to commit sin. 

That sanctification is to be distinguished from justification, as above de- 
scribed, I suppose will not be denied by any, but with regeneration it is oth- 
erwise. If I have the misfortune to differ from some of my brethren on this 
subject, it is that they confound, or seem to confound, regeneration with en- 
tire sanctification, while I view them as distinct. The difference noted above, 
between justification and regeneration, is sufficient to denote the difference 
between justification and sanctification, so that in order to complete my view i 
of the subject, it only remains to s 
and entire sanctification. ~ 


how the difference between regeneration 
I suppose the simple question to be this,—Is a sinner wholly sanctified 
when he is justified and regenerated? Is there at the time of, and after 
justification and regeneraticn, any remaining depravity, or is the soul then as 
free from sin and as holy as‘it ever can be in this life? My view is that we } 
are not wholly sanctified, when we are justified and regenerated ; that there | 
is remaining a degree of depravity, and consequently, that the soul is notas | | 
holy as it may be, but that its holiness is perfected by the subsequent process | 
of entire sanctification. In support of this, I will urge three considerations. 
1. It appears to me to be the Bible view of the subject. 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
“Having therefore, these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.” On this text it may be remarked, first, that it was addressed to Chris- 
tians as such, wlio must have been justified and regenerated. Secondly, the 
expression in the text, “ Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and sprit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God,” clearly supposes that they | 
were not cleansed “ from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,” and that they 
were not as “perfect in holiness” as was their privilege to be; or it sup- 
poses that, as Christians, it was a possible case that they might not have 
been thus cleansed and perfected in holiness. From this it must follow it is 
possible that there should be remaining in man a degree of moral corruption | 
after he is justified and regenerated, and that there is with man such a thing 
as an imperfect state of holiness. 1 Thess. v. 23. “And the very God of 
peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your wheic spirit, and soul, and 
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Clirist.” 
This text supposes that the Thessalonian Christians were sanctified in part, 
and not in full ; or, at least, it supposes that sanctification in part, and not in 
full, is a possible case, It would be absurd to pray to be sanctified wholly, if 
there is no such thing as being sanctified in part, without being wholly sanc- 
tified. Furthermore, as the Thessalonians, to whom the apostle wrote, were, 
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beyond all doubt, believers in Christ Jesus, it follows that men are not neces- 
sarily sanctified wholly in “ spirit, soul and body,” when they are converted 
to God, or when they are justified through the forgiveness of sins: hence 
there may be a degree of unholiness remaining in the spirit, soul and body, 
after justification. My limits forbid my pursuing this Bible view further, or 
I would introduce other texts. | ms a 
2. I believe the position for which I contend is confirmed by Christian ex- 
perience; and hence, to be convinced of its correctness, Christians need only ~ 
examine into the character and philosophy of the warfare which they have 
been called to pass through subsequently to their conversion to God. It is 
sometimes said that men do not feel the motions of sin within, after they are 
justified, until they backslide ; but such, I apprehend, is contrary to the ex- 
perience of many, to say the least. That many do backslide and lose their 
justification I have no doubt; but-of their experience I do not speak. I ap- 
peal to the experience of such as are conscious of having retained their justi- 
fication, such as have never lost the witness of their acceptance with God 
during the conflict. I ask if they have not, without losing their justification 
before God, felt it difficult to control their impaired affections, not yet wholly 
sanctified; if they have not found it often to require a struggle to concentrate 
them in God their supreme object? I ask if they have not, without losing 
their justification, found it necessary to control, as with a struggle for life, 
and beat down their passions, not yet wholly sanctified, to prevent them from 
kindling into forbidden anger, settling down into deliberate and hateful re- 
venge, or to prevent their melting into compliance with the lowest and most 
debasing indulgences ? That Christians have been thus tempted, have thus 
struggled against sin, and conquered, without losing their justification, I be- 
lieve enters into the experience of every Christian who has remained in the 
world after his conversion long enough to take one general grapple with his 
foes. While the Christian’s life remains, in this sense a warfare, a warfare 
‘not only with the world and the devil, but also with the affections and pas- 
sions which constitute the elements of his own soul, he will carry With him 
an ever present evidence that justification and regeneration do not necessa- 
rily imply entire sanctification,— an evidence that will last until the victory _ 
shall be complete, and he shall find his disordered nature, through entire 
sanctification, recoy ered from the. corruptions of the fall. 
~ 3. The position which I have undertaken to sustain appears to me to be 
strictly Wesleyan. This I will now attempt to show by a few brief extracts. 


I would request the reader to consult the whole of Mr. Wesley’s sermon en- 


titled, “On Sin in Believers.” The whole of this sermon bears directly on . 
the 


oint; but I will content myself with one short extract from it. Mr. 
Wesigy says, “We allow that the state of a justified person is inexpressibly — 
great and glorious. He is born again, not of blood, nor of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God. He is a child of God, a member of Christ, an 
heir of the kingdom of heaven. * * * But was he not then freed from > 


all sin, 80 that there was no sin in his heart? I cannot say this; I cannot 
believe It.” Vol. i. p. 109, 
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Mr. Wesley says, again, “ And at the same time that we are justified, yea, 
in that very moment, sanctification begins. In that instant we are born 
again, born from above, born of the Spirit, * * * Tow naturally do 
those who experience such a change imagine that all sin is gone; it is utterly 
rooted out of their heart, and has no more any place therein. How easily do 
they draw that inference, I feel no sin, therefore have none: it does not stir; 
therefore it does not evist : it has no motion; therefore it has no being! -But- 

it is seldom long before they are undcceived, finding sin was only suspended, ; 
not destroyed. Temptations return, and sin revives, showing that it was _ 
but stunned before, not destroyed. They now feel two principles in them- 
selves, plainly contrary to each other,— ‘the flesh lusting against the spirit; 
nature opposing the grace of God. They cannot deny that, although they 
still feel power to believe in Christ, and to love God, and, although his ‘Spirit —¢ 
{still] witnesses with their spirits that they are the children of God,’ yet they | 
_ feel in themselves sometimes pride or self-will, sometimes anger or unbelief. S 
They find one or more of these frequently stirring in their heart, though not ' 
conquering ; yea, perhaps ‘ thrusting sore at them that they may fall; but the 
Lord is their helper.” Vol. i. pp. 385, 386. | —_ 
“A third inference,” says Mr. Wesley, “ which may be dain from what 

_ has been observed is, the new birth is not the same as sanctification.” P. 405. 
In speaking of the Methodists, Mr. Wesley says, “ They know that at the 
same time a man is justified sanctification begins. For, when he is justified, 
he is ‘born again,’ ‘born from above,’ ‘born of the Spiri it » which, although it 
is not (as some suppose) the whole process of sanctification, is doubtless the 
gate of it.” Vol. ii. pp. 389, 390. 

In speaking of some of the clergy of the Church of England, Mr. Wesley | 
says, “They speak of justification, either as the same thing with sanctifica- 
ton, or as something consequent upon it. I believe justification to be wholly 
distinct from sanctification, and necessarily antecedent to it. ‘Vol. lil. pp. 
153, 154. | | 

“Q. 1. What is it to be sanctified ? 

“4. To be renewed in the nage of God. 

“Q. 2. Is faith the condition, or instrument, of sanctification ? 

“4. It is both the condition and the instrument of it. When we begin 
to believe, then sanctification begins. And as faith increases, holiness iIn- | 
creases, until we are created anew,” Vol. v. p. 197. | | 

“The moment a man comes to Christ (by faith) he is justified, and born 
again; that is, he is born again in the imperfect sense, (for there are two, if 
not more, degrees of regeneration i and he has power over all the stirrings ; 
and motions of sin, but not a total freedom from them. ‘Therefore he hath 
not yet, in the full and proper sense, a new and clean heart.” Vol. v. p. 263. : 
“ @. When does inward sanctification begin? 
“4. In the moment a man is justified, (Yet sin remains in bine yea, the 
seed of all sin, till he is sanctified throughout.) Irom that time Soe time ot 


justification] a believer gradually dies to sin and grows in grace,” Vol, vi. 
p. 496, 
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Extracts from Fenelon. 


I might add many other quotations from Mr. Wesley to the same point, 
but the above is sufficient, and my article is already too long. The reader 
cannot fail to see that these extracts sustain two points, —first, that entire 
sanctification is to be distinguished from justification and regeneration, as it 
takes place at the time of justification ; and, secondly, that there is remaining 
~ in the soul the seeds of sin after justification, to be rooted out by subsequent 

sanctification. I will conclude by saying that, in my view, when a person is 
justified and regenerated, be is always in part sanctified: every Christian 
erace exists in a degree of life and power, and the principle of holiness is — 

implanted in the heart, but they do not exist in all the perfection and strength 
which ripening years of Christian experience and faithful perseverance will 
vive them. And though the man of sin in the soul 1S dethroned by the re- 
newal of the heart, yet there may be lurking propensities to evil, which, like 
the scattered fragments of a subdued and broken enemy, may rally again, if 
not watched and guarded, and put to the sword, as they shall venture from 
their lurking places, or as the increasing light, shining through all the re- 
cesses of the heart, shall expose them. Regeneration renews us after the 
image of God, but sanctification is the bringing of that image to perfection. — 


Lowell, August 26, 1842. Luter Ler. 


EXTRACTS FROM FENELON. 


OF THE LOVE WE OUGHT TO HAVE FOR GOD. 


I. ‘ Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none on 
earth that I desire beside thee.” Psalm Ixxiii. 25. When we 
say to God, that we love him with all our heart, it is often a mere 
form of words without truth. or meaning. Men learn it when 
they are young, and continue to use it when they are grown 
up, without thinking of what they say. To love God is to have 
no other will but his; to keep faithfully his law, and have in 
abhorrence all violation of it. To love God, is to love what 
Christ loved, poverty, humiliations and sufferings ; it is to hate 
what he hated, the world and its vanities. Can we be said to 
love an object which we do not desire to resemble? To love 
God is to desire to converse with him, to wish to go to him, to 


sigh and languish after him. That is a feigned love, which 


does not desire to see the beloved. 


Wyant Lord “came to bring fire upon the earth,” (Luke xii, 


d desired that fire might overspread it. Yet men live in 
a deadly coldness and indifference. They love money, buildings, 


\\ 
\\ 
| 
\ 
\ 
; 2 
; 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
‘ 
é q 
iy 
‘ 
‘ 
“4 i} 
| 
, 
‘ | 
d 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
’ 
{ 
‘ 
va 
‘ > 
| 
W 
a3 
4 


ee Guide to Christian Perfection. 


titles, and a chimera which they call reputation ; they love even 
the meanest and most contemptible things ; but divine love rare- 
ly finds a place in their hearts. Do thou, O Lord, vindicate thy 
right in us, notwithstanding. our infidelities: Jet the fire of th 
love extinguish all other fires. What can we see lovely out of thee, 
which is not to be found in its full perfection in thee? O thou 
fountain of all good! grant us but grace to love thee, and we 
shall then love thee only, thee eternally. 


SENTIMENTS OF DIVINE LOVE. 


I. ‘ We love him because he first loved us.” 1 John iv 19. ¥ 
But when shall we return love for love? When shall we seek. 
after him who seeks after us, and who bears us in his arms? It_ 
1s within his tenderly and fatherly bosom that we forget him: it 
is through the sweetness of his gifts that we cease to think of him. 
What he gives us every moment, instead of tenderly affecting, 
does but serve to amuse us. He is the fountain of all pleasures ; 
the creatures are but the channels, and the channel makes us 
count the source as nothing. His immense love pursues us every 
where, and we continually fly from its pursuits! He is every 
where, and we see him no where. We think ourselves alone, 
when we have none but him! He doeth all, and we rely not 
upon him in any thing! We think our affairs to be all desperate, 
when we have no resource left us but what his providence can 
supply, as if infinite and almighty love were able to do nothing ! | 
O monstrous folly! O subversion of the whole man! 

Il. Yet thou, O love, bearest with us! thou waitest on us 
with patience without end, and even seemest by thy excess of 
patience to indulge our ingratitudes: even they who desire to | 
love thee, love thee only for themselves, for their comfort, or their Ps 
security. Where are they that love thee for thy own sake ? . 
Where are they that love thee, because they were created for no 
other end but to love thee ? They are unknown amongst men, 

-and their names are written only in thy book. But to what pur- 
pose doth the world subsist, if we love not thee, and if we love 
thee not so as to be made sensible that the love of thee is above 
every other blessing? This was thy intention in producing with-- 

out thee what is not thyself; thy design was to create beings, 


who, holding all from thee, should devote themselves to thee 
alone. | 
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